
Review and Analysis for November 2019
(Embargoed until December 20, 2019) 

Summary:

• Kansas gained 1,200 total nonfarm jobs in November 2019.  This change 

was due to a gain of  900 private sector jobs and a gain of  300 government 

jobs.

• The unemployment rate remained unchanged in November at 3.1 percent.

• In November 2019 there were 6,485 initial claims filed and 29,804 

continued claims filed for unemployment insurance.

For more information, contact:

Julie Menghini

Director of  Communications

401 S.W. Topeka Blvd

Topeka, KS 66603

Phone: 785-581-7307

Fax: 785-296-0753



INDUSTRY DATA
Current Employment Statistics (CES)
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 October total nonfarm job estimates were revised upward by 1,000 jobs from 1,437,800 to 1,438,800.  

Private sector job estimates were revised upward by 800 jobs from 1,175,200 to 1,176,000.  Estimates 

are seasonally adjusted.

 Kansas gained 1,200 jobs over the month (a monthly average of  -200 jobs over the last 3 months). 

Over the past 12 months, the number of  nonfarm jobs increased by a total of  16,800 jobs. Estimates 

are seasonally adjusted.

 The private sector gained 900 jobs over the month, or +0.1%. The largest gain was in Manufacturing 

(+1,600). Over the past 12 months, the private sector gained 11,800 jobs. Estimates are seasonally 

adjusted.

 Average weekly hours worked in the private sector increased to 34.4 hours, an increase of  0.2 hours 

from last November. Average nominal hourly earnings increased by $1.11 to $25.54 (+4.5%). Average 

nominal weekly earnings increased by $43.07 to $878.58 (+5.2%) over the past 12 months. Estimates 

are not seasonally adjusted.
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Six of the 11 major sectors gained jobs over the month while three lost jobs and two remained unchanged.
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Absolute Percent Absolute Percent

TOTAL NONFARM 1,457,800 4,100 0.3% 17,500 1.2%

GOVERNMENT 271,300 900 0.3% 5,100 1.9%

TOTAL PRIVATE 1,186,500 3,200 0.3% 12,400 1.1%

GOODS-PRODUCING 238,400 1,400 0.6% 2,300 1.0%

Mining and Logging 7,100 0 0.0% 300 4.4%

Construction 63,000 -800 -1.3% 1,000 1.6%

Manufacturing 168,300 2,200 1.3% 1,000 0.6%

PRIVATE SERVICE-PROVIDING 948,100 1,800 0.2% 10,100 1.1%

Trade, Transportation and Utilities 273,300 4,100 1.5% -2,100 -0.8%

Information 18,300 0 0.0% -300 -1.6%

Financial Activities 77,300 -500 -0.6% -100 -0.1%

Professional and Business Services 186,400 -1,200 -0.6% 2,900 1.6%

Education and Health Services 202,500 500 0.2% -200 -0.1%

Leisure and Hospitality 137,000 -1,500 -1.1% 7,600 5.9%

Other Services 53,300 400 0.8% 2,300 4.5%

Industries in green added the most jobs over the year, and industries in red lost the most jobs over the year.

Nonfarm job statistics on subsectors will be furnished upon request.

November 2019 Not Seasonally Adjusted Nonfarm Jobs

Place of Work Data

Month Change 12 Month ChangeNovember 

2019

Source: Kansas Department of Labor, Labor Market Information Services and the Bureau of Labor Statistics; Current Employment 

Statistics (CES)
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Month-Year

Nonfarm Jobs
Kansas and U.S. 

November 2014 to November 2019 

Kansas Jobs Kansas Jobs (Seasonally Adjusted) U.S. Jobs (Seasonally Adjusted)

Source: Kansas Department of Labor, Labor Market Information 
Services and the Bureau of Labor Statistics; Current Employment 
Statistics (CES)

Over-the-Year Percent Change in Jobs, Not Seasonally Adjusted (KS)  +1.2%
Over-the-Year Percent Change in Jobs, Not Seasonally Adjusted (US)  +1.5%

Seasonally adjusted job estimates show little change in the 
last three months. Over the last twelve months the rate of 
job growth in Kansas is slightly slower than U.S. job growth.  
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Over-the-Year Change in Private Sector Jobs, Average Weekly Hours, and Real Hourly Earnings
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Kansas
November 2018 to November 2019

Jobs Average Weekly Hours Real Hourly Earnings

Source: Kansas Department of Labor, Labor Market Information Services and the Bureau of Labor Statistics; Current Employment Statistics (CES)

Kansas employers continue to demonstrate an increasing demand for labor. All three measures are showing growth over 

the last twelve months.  The rate of earnings growth in the private sector slowed in the last two months. 



HOUSEHOLD DATA
Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS)
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• The labor force increased by a net of  4,488 individuals to a total of  1,493,152 participants over the 

month.  Estimates are seasonally adjusted. 

• Employment increased by a net of  4,238 individuals to 1,446,194 over the month.  Estimates are 

seasonally adjusted. 

• The pool of  the unemployed increased by a net of  250 individuals to 46,958 over the month.  Estimates 

are seasonally adjusted. 

• The unemployment rate remained unchanged at 3.1% in November. Estimates are seasonally adjusted.  

The revised unemployment rate for September did not change. 

• Over the last 12 months the unemployment rate declined from 3.3% in November 2018 to 3.1% in 

November 2019. Estimates are seasonally adjusted.
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Source: Kansas Department of Labor, Labor Market Information Services and the Bureau of Labor Statistics; Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS)

The unemployment rate in Kansas 
remained at 3.1 percent in November. 
Prior to last month, the rate has not been 
as low as 3.1 percent since April 1979.
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Source: Kansas Department of Labor, Labor Market Information Services and the Bureau of Labor Statistics; Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS)

Recent upward trends in employment and the labor force continued in November, with both estimates 

showing a significant increase over-the-month.

From November 2018 to November 2019 the labor force increased by 0.5% (+6,750 people).  Over the same time 
period the number of people employed increased by 0.7% (9,411).



UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE 

CLAIMS
Estimates are not seasonally adjusted 
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• Over the year, initial claims decreased by 2,122 and continued claims decreased by 2,104 

claims (these numbers include all programs). Estimates are not seasonally adjusted.

• The number of  individuals receiving unemployment insurance benefits decreased by 206 

over the month, and decreased by 655 from November 2018.

• The average duration of  benefit receipt is 11.1 weeks, no change from last month and a 

decrease of  0.1 over the past 12 months (average duration is measured with a 12 month 

moving average).
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Weekly Initial Claims (4-Week Moving Average)
Kansas

2007, 2018, and 2019

2007 2018 2019

Source: Kansas Department of Labor, Labor Market 
Information Services; Unemployment Insurance Statistics Each data point represents an average of initial claims for the current week and three preceding weeks.

The number of initial claims filed is a reliable indicator of the number of layoffs. Initial claims fell below 
2018 levels in October and remain at historically low levels.
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Weekly Continued Claims (4-Week Moving Average)
Kansas
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Source: Kansas Department of Labor, Labor Market 
Information Services; Unemployment Insurance Statistics Each data point represents an average of continued claims for the current week and three preceding weeks.

Continued claims are an indicator of how quickly unemployed workers return to work. The number of 
claims in November remains steady with last month. Overall the level of continued claims remains at 
historically low levels. 
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Source: Kansas Department of Labor, Labor Market Information Services; Unemployment Insurance Statistics

The number of individuals receiving benefits continues to 
decline compared to last year. The fall months are typically a 
seasonal low point before increases in December and January.

Claimants Average Duration (Weeks)

November 2019 7,358 11.1

October 2019 7,564 11.1

November 2018 8,013 11.2

OTM Change -206 0.0

OTY Change -655 -0.1


